LSCI for youngsters with a mental disability and behavioural disorders in school: problems and possibilities
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In our school the main goal is to educate students with a mental disability to live and work in a protected environment. 
Today’s youngsters come from a wider range of family structures than ever before.
 This is no less true for youngsters with a mental disability. Moreover, a lot of our students face behavioural and emotional problems. 
As a result crises interfere with the learning process in more than one occasion. The time-out in our school, which is inspired by the LSCI thought, is designed to support troubled students. Nevertheless, we learned that precautions need to be taken so that students actually understand a crisis as a learning moment. Clear rules in a positive school climate are essential. 

When we sense that LSCI is too difficult, we must simplify it for some students. In the words of a five year old: “First, we talk about it, then we fix it, then I smile!”
 But between the smiling part and sometimes unpleasant consequences there is a difficult balance to strike!
Our students need us to be creative. Teaching them good skills to live in a protected, and often less protected environment, has become a very special challenge for our special education.   
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